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Final Notes 

The Celtic, published monthly except for a 

combined June-July issue, is the newsletter of 

Saint Andrewõs Episcopal Church, 4512 College 

Avenue, College Park, Maryland 20740. 

 

Deadline for Submissions 

Sunday closest to the tenth day of each month. Send 

paper copy or photos to the parish office, or email/

attach your articles to standrews1@comcast.net. 

 

Weekly Schedule  

Sunday 

 8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I 

 9:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 

  Nursery Open 

 9:30 a.m. Adult and Youth Forums 

10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II with music 

  Childrenõs Christian Formation 

6:30 p.m.  EACM Eucharist (12/7 & 14 only) 

Tuesday 

 7:30 pm Bible Study (alternate weeks) 

Wednesday 

12:00 noon Mid-week Eucharist 

 6:45 p.m. Education for Ministry 

Thursday 

10:00 a.m. Thrift Corner (until 2 p.m.) 

 7:00 p.m. Thrift Corner (until 8:30 p.m.) 

 7:30 p.m. Choir Practice 

Saint Andrewôs Episcopal Church 

4512 College Avenue 

College Park, Maryland 20740 

Non-Profit Org. 

US Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 34 

College Park MD 

Deadline for next issue: January 15 

Do you want to commemorate 
a loved one or celebrate the sea-
son by contributing funds for our 
beautiful Christmas flowers? Lo-
cate a flower gift envelope at the 
back of the church, place your 
gift inside, and write your informa-
tion on the outside of the enve-
lope. Drop it in the offering plate 
or bring it by the church office. 

Give the Gift of Life This 

Holiday Season  

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday December 21 in the 

Rectorõs Lounge. 

All blood types are needed. 

You can sign up in the parish hall or 

call 1-800-GIVE LIFE to schedule an 

appointment. 
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December 2008 December 2008   

Advent is about Hopeful Expectation.  

Sometime in the mists of 

the so called Dark Ages, 

when the Vandals were sack-

ing Rome and a variety of 

nomadic peoples were ravag-

ing northern Europe, a small 

group of refugees fled to 

Ireland sometime in the 5th 

century encouraged by a 

chant which was written by 

one of their number. 

It began this way: 

ñO Wisdom, which 

camest out of the 

mouth of the Most 

High, and reachest 

from one end to an-

other, mightily and 

sweetly ordering all 

things: Come and 

teach us the way of 

prudence. 

In all, there were seven 

antiphons, which came to be 

known as the ñOò antiphons. 

The others began ñO Root of 

Jesse,ò ñO Key of David,ò 

ñO Sacred Lord,ò ñO Day-

spring,ò ñO King of the Na-

tions,ò ñO Emmanuelé.ò 

These were among the dark-

est days in the history of the 

world. Nothing was orderly 

or predictable; no place was 

safe. And yet, these refugees 

were somehow buoyed up 

and strengthened by this 

chant ï a prayer meant to 

be sung.  

In our day, we have it 

much too easy, notwith-

standing current economic 

conditions. Advent, with 

its calendars and practice 

of counting down the 

shopping days, leads to a 

predictable pageant, stock-

ings hung by the chimney 

with care and the like. 

Now, Iôm not against 

Christmas. My stocking 

will be hung there too. But 

what I do wish is that our 

Advents could be more 

hopeful and more expec-

tant, instead of being like a 

well-remembered play. 

Christmas might then take 

root in our soul. 

Christmas only has 

deep and enduring signifi-

cance in relation to our 

hopes. For us it is through 

Jesus that we might hope for 

a world freed from suffering 

sin, a world that makes war no 

more, a world in which all 

things are sweetly ordered, 

a world reconciled and 

redeemed by the love of 

God, a world infused with 

the peace of God which 

passes all understanding. 

We still sing that chant 

from the 5th century. It has 

been modified some and a 

refrain added. The refrain 

goes like this: ñRejoice, re-

joice, Emmanuel shall come 

to thee, O Israel.ò This 

haunting refrain speaks to 

our hopes like no other. This 

year in the warmth of the 

church and of our homes, it 

might be well to remember 

those ancient refugees who 

sang of their hopes in a 

world in which life was ut-

terly hopeless.  

Christmas is about hope-

ful expectation ï the expec-

tation that the audacity of 

our heartôs desire might be 

met in mystery of the night 

sky, the shining of a remark-

able star and cries of an in-

fant child. Christmas is that 

time when ñthe hopes and 

fears of all the yearsò are 

met. It is the advent of the 

possibility of a truly peace-

able kingdom. 

Have a hopeful Advent 

and a blessed Christmas. 

Bruce 
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Christian FormationChristian Formation  

Christmas Pageant  

At 5:00 p.m. on Christmas Eve, 

we will have our Family Christmas 

Celebration. The first part of the ser-

vice will be a presentation of the NO 

REHEARSAL Christmas pageant. 

All children are welcome to partici-

pate. They can bring their own cos-

tume or choose one from the 

church=s collection; wise people and 

animals are always welcome, as are 

shepherds and angels.  

We encourage parents to help 

their children decide in advance what 

role they would like to play. We will 

have many costumes available for 

angels, shepherds, and wise persons 

during coffee hour on December 14 

and 21. Parents may help their chil-

dren choose their costumes in a re-

laxed atmosphere and then take them 

home, returning with them on Christ-

mas Eve. Costumes will also be 

available in the parish hall before the 

pageant for visitors and others who 

are unable to pick them up ahead of 

time. Please arrive by 4:30 p.m. if 

your child needs to choose a cos-

tume. All children should be in cos-

tume by 4:45 p.m. 

Following the pageant we will 

move into a celebration of the Holy 

Eucharist. After the service you are 

invited to the Parish Hall for a 

Christmas reception. 

Children to Children 

Advent 2008  

In 2006, following a visit to Af-

rica, Bishop Chane initiated an Ad-

vent project for children. Calling it 

the ñChildren to Children Cam-

paign,ò he suggested that children in 

the Diocese of Washington might 

collect money during Advent to 

benefit specific groups of children in 

Africa. This year the money col-

lected will be used for anti-malaria 

bed nets for children in Mozam-

bique. Children in the intermediate 

Sunday School class learned about 

ñmosquito netsò during their study of 

the Millenium Development Goals 

this fall. They sponsored a bake sale 

on November 16 during coffee hour 

to ñjump startò the campaign. The 

primary and pre-school classes will 

learn about mosquito nets during 

Sunday School in Advent.  

Monies collected can be put in 

the offering during any of the Christ-

mas services. Adults who wish to 

contribute may write a check to the 

ñDiocese of Washingtonò with ñ2008 

Children to Childrenò on the memo 

line. All contributions will be sent to 

Church House after Christmas. 

Church School Schedule  

During Advent, all Sunday School classes will be learning about the mean-

ing of Advent while they complete their lessons. They will be lighting Advent 

candles each Sunday as well as hearing the Christmas story as they prepare for 

the pageant and the coming of the Christ Child. There will be no Classes on 

Sunday, December 28. Children are instead invited to attend Lessons and Car-

ols at the 10:30 a.m. service with their parents. 

Adult Forum Schedule for December  

The Jubilee Commission is con-

tinuing to sponsor Adult Forum dur-

ing December: 

December 7: During adult forum 

that day, Bill Gilcher will give a 

presentation about the Keiskamma 

Altarpiece and the Keiskamma arts 

project. The Keiskamma Gospel 

Choir will be singing along with the 

St. Andrew's choir at the 6:30 p.m. 

EACM Eucharist. 

December 14: There will be a 

presentation about the Vuleka 

School in South Africa. St. Andrewôs 

donated $3000 to the school in 2007. 

Parishioners Mary Marshall Levy, 

Pat and Lee Preston, and Bill and 

Kay Gilcher, have all visited the 

school and will contribute to the 

presentation . 

December 21: We will have two 

diocesan speakers: John Meirs, Di-

ocesan Jubilee Officer and Martha 

Jenkins, Diocesan Coordinator for 

Episcopal Relief and Development.  

Everyone is encouraged to join us 

in the Rectorsô Lounge at 9:30 am 

for these important presentations. 

Keiskamma Altarpiece: Crucifiction 
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Vestry Meeting October 28  

Search Committee  

The Committee continues to meet 

regularly and is working hard to proc-

ess many outstanding applications as 

completely and quickly as possible. In 

the near future, clarification about the 

timeline and what is realistic will be 

reported back to the Vestry. 

Stewardship  

In support of this yearôs Steward-

ship Campaign, the Vestry made its 

pledges and also approved the Stew-

ardship Letter that is being sent to all 

parishioners.  

Jubilee Commission  

The Vestry approved the Com-

missionôs requests to donate $2,000 

to Samaritan Ministries and $1,000 

to Bread for the World. The Com-

missionôs request to designate this 

yearôs Christmas offering to the 

Sharing Fund, which provides rent 

assistance to help people avoid evic-

tion, was also approved. 

Buildings & Grounds  
The list of things that need to be 

done is being kept up to date. The 

latest additions to the list include 

cleaning up evidence of bats in the 

attic, improving church signage and 

fixing the hanging metal sign on the 

College Avenue side. Parking lot 

repairs have proven to be successful. 

Water no longer accumulates when it 

rains. 

Pastoral Care  

Several members of the Pastoral 

Care Commission attended a recent 

Music for the Advent/Christmas Season  

Vestry NotesVestry Notes  

workshop to learn more about the 

Stephen Ministries program and how 

becoming a participating church can 

be beneficial to St. Andrewôs and its 

Pastoral Care ministry. Doing so 

could greatly enhance our ability to 

provide grief, emotional and other 

kinds of support within the frame-

work of a very successful and well 

run larger organization. The Vestry is 

interested in learning more and pos-

sibly moving toward participating 

after the new Rector is appointed. 

Our Parish Choir will be joining the 

Keiskamma Gospel Choir from South Af-

rica in a special Service of Advent Lessons 

and Carols on Sunday, December 7 at 

6:30 pm. in the sanctuary. 

On December 14 at 7 pm our Parish 

Choir will present an Advent and Christ-

mas program for the folks at Collington, 

several of whom are members of St. An-

drewôs. 

On Christmas Eve at the 5 p.m. service, several of our younger musicians 

will present a prelude with various instruments. 

3ÁÉÎÔ !ÎÄÒÅ×ȭÓ $ÁÙ 4ÈÁÎË-You 

We celebrated St. Andrew's 

Day on November 23rd begin-

ning with a grand procession 

around the block with the City of 

Alexandria Pipes and Drums. 

After the services, we were wel-

comed into the beautifully deco-

rated parish hall for a very tasty 

potluck lunch. A special thanks 

to the co-chairs Pat Preston and 

Robin Seiler. We especially thank 

Celia Arnaud, Linda Limberger, 

Markus Most and family, Linda 

Sinclair, Florence Smith, Flor-

ence Thompson, and many oth-

ers who helped. 

Kidsõ Christmas Shopping Opportunity! 

The Thrift Shop (located downstairs under the Parish Hall) will 

be open for children to Christmas shop after the 10:30 a.m. 

service on Sunday, December 14 until 1 p.m. Items will cost 25 

cents and up. Adults will be available to assist the children.  

If you have any questions, contact Linda Limberger at 301 -680 -

9559 or Limberger@Verizon.net . 
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Jubilee MinistriesJubilee Ministries  

Search CommitteeSearch Committee  

Search Committee Update  

We're now 14 months into the 

search process, and things are going 

very well. Despite taking extra time 

to make the Bishop's suggested 

changes in the parish profile, we are 

on schedule. We should finish our 

first review of all the candidates by 

the end of November.  

We have started contacting refer-

ences for our "promising" candi-

dates, and have begun visits to the 

candidates' current parishes to see 

them in action. Reporting on the re-

sults of these reference checks and 

visits is a time-consuming process, 

and we want to exercise due dili-

gence and give each candidate our 

fullest consideration. We'll invite the 

most promising candidates to visit 

St. Andrew's and meet with all the 

members of the committee starting 

in January.  

By continuing our weekly meet-

ings, we're on target to deliver an 

outstanding list of candidates to the 

Vestry in early March. We appreciate 

your patience and understanding, and 

thank you for your support and your 

prayers. 

2008 Langley Park -McCormick School Winter Clothing Drive  

ECW ADVENT PRAYER BREAKFAST  

The Episcopal Church Women of the diocese will host its 4th an-

nual Prayer Breakfast at 9:00 am on Dec. 6 at the Sheraton-

Washington North Hotel, 4095 Powder Mill Road, Beltsville. The 

speaker will be the Rev. Mpho Tutu, assisting priest at Holy Com-

forter and founding director of the Tutu Institute for Prayer and Pil-

grimage. This is a ticketed event. Contact ECW-EDOW at 

ecw@edow.org or 202/537-6530. 

Winter is here, and the Jubilee 

Commission is again launching the 

winter clothing for the students at 

Langley Park-McCormick Elemen-

tary School. As principal Amy Stout 

told us earlier this month, the school 

has many needs but few resources, 

and many of the students are new 

immigrants from Central America, 

without warm clothing for the cold 

months. Our previous drives for 

school supplies and winter clothing 

have been very successful, and 

greatly appreciated. We hope that 

you will continue by helping again 

this year. 

Items needed are clean, gently 

used or new warm jackets, and 

sweaters; mittens, gloves, hats, and 

scarves, and new socks and under-

wear for both children and adults. 

S tudents  range  f rom Pre-

Kindergarten through 6th Grade, but 

warm clothing for all sizes and ages 

can be used. Sizes 5 to 14 are the 

most useful. 

Collections will begin Sunday 

November 30 and will continue 

through January 20. There will be 

large boxes at the entrance to the 

Parish Hall and at the back of the 

church, and the clothing will be de-

livered to the school on a weekly 

basis, through January. For addi-

tional information, contact Peggy 

Alexander at 301-464-5043, or Pat 

Preston at 301-345-2302. 


